Continuing Problems in the ELCA

The following is a listing of some of the significant concerns we have about the theological departure of the ELCA in these important matters of faith.

1. The Lord Jesus Christ 

· use of the name “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” has diminished in worship materials
· names such as “Sophia” and “Mother of Wisdom” are substituted 

· biblical pronouns in referencing God have been eradicated, Scripture altered in the ELW 

· a Unitarianism tendency in describing a non-specific generic “god” rather than naming Jesus Christ suggests all religions have equal validity
· the Lutheran Christian understanding of Law and Gospel which finds its meaning in the scriptural message of repentance/forgiveness is replaced by a distorted false gospel of  unlimited acceptance/affirmation
2. The Gospel of Salvation 

· a post-Christian form of Universalism (all are saved) is routinely preached in pulpits 

· less than 200 missionaries are in ELCA, only a few with “evangelism” in their job description 

· ELCA’s paradigm of mission changed from evangelism to support and “accompaniment” 

· misdirected evangelism has contributed to a 600,000 decline in baptized membership in the ELCA
3. The Authority of Scripture 

· educational materials and social statements show lack of respect for biblical authority 

· Presiding Bishop acknowledges “two equal but irreconcilable” hermeneutics (March 2005) 

· methods of “higher criticism” are used as an end, rather than as a means of proclamation 
4. A Common Confession of Faith 

· teaching materials show a lack of respect for Scripture and our historical confessions of faith 

· a new definition of “bound conscience” grants authority to self-invented and individual truth 

· the work of the Holy Spirit is regularly detached from the Word of God 
5. Marriage and Family 

· sexuality statement assigns morality and ethics to gospel (salvation) rather than law (creation) 

· 2009 CWA actions change the traditional biblical teaching on marriage and homosexuality 

· abortion is funded in the ELCA pension plan, contrary to the ELCA’s own social statement
6. The Mission & Ministry of the Congregation; The Priesthood of All Believers 

· the ELCA has a “three expression” church structure, contrary to the Lutheran Confessions; there is lack of representation and accountability in assemblies of independent “voting members” 

· the top-down ELCA governing system allows for no ratification of important decisions 

· congregations are routinely treated as franchises, simply “feeding” national offices; the ELCA suffers from a rigid institutional, bureaucratic, and regulatory mindset 






